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Physics Subject Specific Instructions

It is essential that, before using the mark scheme, markers familiarise themselves with the following 
guidance.

General

To ensure that all candidates receive the same treatment, the mark scheme must be applied consistently.

The mark scheme for each question shows typical intermediate steps, the answer expected and the 
marks available for each part of the question.

In cases where a candidate has responded with a seemingly correct response which has not been 
anticipated in the mark scheme, the marker must make a professional judgement of the correct 
physics/validity of the response when awarding marks.

Brackets (...) are used to indicate information which is not essential for the mark to be awarded.
Alternative answers are indicated by ‘or’, or the symbol for or, ‘/’.

Multiple/Cancelled Responses

If a candidate provides multiple responses, the general principle to be followed is that ‘right + wrong = 
wrong’.

Responses considered to be neutral are not penalised. For example, if additional irrelevant information 
is given in an explanation that does not contradict the correct information given, the mark(s) can be 
awarded.

In a numerical problem if two different solutions are presented without a definitive answer on the answer 
line, credit should not be given. If an answer is given on the answer line, then the solution that has led to 
the answer given should be marked according to the mark scheme.

If a candidate clearly cancels their working by scoring it out, then this should not be marked. It is not the 
role of the marker to select from the candidate’s response what should or should not be marked.
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Marking Numerical Problems

In numerical problems, the marks for the intermediate steps shown in the mark scheme are for the 
benefit of candidates who do not obtain the final correct answer.

A correct answer, if obtained from a valid starting point, gets full credit, even if all the intermediate steps 
are not shown.

This “correct answer” rule does not apply in situations where candidates have been asked to ‘show your 
working’ or ‘show that’. These answers must be valid in all stages to obtain full credit.

The answer to a ‘show that’ question should be quoted to one more significant figure than that given in 
the question.

Do not reward wrong physics. No credit is given for consistent substitution of numerical data, or 
subsequent arithmetic, in a physically incorrect equation.

The normal penalty for an arithmetical error is to lose the mark(s) for the answer/unit line. An arithmetic 
error should be penalised for one mark only. Arithmetic errors may arise from a slip in a calculation or 
from an incorrect transfer of a numerical value of a quantity given in a question.

10n errors count as arithmetical slips and incur a penalty of one mark.

If a candidate rounds a value incorrectly this should be penalised one mark. However, care must be 
taken not to penalise a candidate for rounding correctly in parts leading up to their final answer in an 
unstructured numerical problem.

Answers should be given in decimal form. Fractional answers will not be credited with the answer mark.

Error Carried Forward

An ECF can occur between parts of a question or, in more unstructured numerical problems, within a 
part.

When an incorrect answer is carried forward from one question to the next, full credit should be awarded 
in the part where the incorrect answer is used, provided all the working is correct.

Within a part, ECF is applied where a candidate does an incorrect calculation, for example calculates 
a value for R incorrectly using V/I and then goes on to use their calculated value for R to calculate a 
resistivity value. The penalty is applied in the V/I calculation but then the value of R can be carried 
forward so that the remainder of the marks are available to the candidate provided all the remainder of 
their working is correct.

The ECF within a part will only apply in numerical problems where more than one calculation is required 
in a part.

Significant Figures

Candidates should show an awareness of using a sensible number of significant figures in their answers, 
based on the values given in the question. In SPH11, SPH21, APH11 and APH21, unless specifically 
asked for in the question, candidates will not be penalised for incorrect significant figures.

In SPH31, SPH32, APH31 and APH32, all answers should be given to a suitable number of significant 
figures and penalties will be applied in these papers unless otherwise stated in the mark schemes.
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Units
In the majority of questions, the unit will be stated on the answer line.

When the unit is omitted, candidates will be clearly asked to state an appropriate unit and this will be 
credited in the mark scheme.

Where there is a final calculation required to get from the unit of the answer calculated to the unit on the 
answer line the required unit will be stated in the question. For example, if wavelength was calculated 
and the answer line was in nm a statement ‘Give your answer in nanometres’ would be included.

The unit on the answer line will generally be the SI unit but may in some cases be a more appropriate 
unit. For example, if values of mass in g and momentum in g cm s–1 were given, the unit on the answer 
line for speed could reasonably be cm s–1 without prompt.
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AVAILABLE 
MARKS

1 (a) Charge [1]
  Baryon number [1] [2]
  (Accept mass/energy, momentum, nucleon)

 (b) 
Particle Is fundamental Is a lepton strong 

nuclear force
Is a gauge 
boson

Electron  

Neutron 

Kaon 

Neutrino  

[1] for each correct row. 
    

[4]

 (c) G conversion correct [1]
  Joules conversion 2.016 × 10-8 J [1]
  E = mc2 [1]
  2.24 × 10-25 kg [1] 
  ecf incorrect J conversion  [4] 10

2 (a) (i) T = 6048 s [1]
   ω = 2π/T [1]
   1.04 × 10-3 rad s-1 [1] 
   ecf T value   [3]

  (ii) Equates centripetal F with gravitational F [1]
   ω2 = GM/r3 [1]
   Correct subs [1]
   7.17 × 106 m [1]
   7.94 × 105 m [1]
   794 km [1] 
   ecf ω  [6]

 (b) Geostationary – above equator rather than polar [1]
  Diff erent period, (geostationary = 24 hours) [1] [2] 11

3 (a) Electric fi eld direction is the direction of a positive charge – a negative 
  charge will move up  [1]

 (b) (i) RF = ma [1]
   RF = 1.6 × 10-4 N [1]
   Upward F = 3.6 × 10-4 N [1]
   F = Eq  [1]
   subs [1]
   3.2 × 10-6 C [1] [6]

  (ii) 2.0 × 1013  
   ecf (i)   [1]

 (c) v = u + at [1]
  Subs using vertical velocity [1]
  3.57 s [1]
  s = ut [1]
  Subs using horizontal v [1]
  11.4 m [1] 
  ecf t   [6] 14
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AVAILABLE 
MARKS

4 (a) (i) F = kq1q2/r2 [1]
   Subs [1]
   8.22 × 10–8 N [1]
   Towards proton [1] [4]

  (ii) decreases [1]
   As 1/r2 [1] [2]

 (b) (i) Wavelength = 3.32 × 10–10 m [1]
   Subs into de Broglie equation of λ(or 2πr), m and h [1]
   2.19 × 106 m s-1 [1] [3]

  (ii) ke = 2
1  mv2 or subs [1]

   2.18 × 10–18 J [1]
   13.6 eV [1] [3] 12

5  (a) Electrons  [1]
  Move to plate connected to negative terminal [1]
  Repelled from other plate to positive terminal [1]
  Rate decreases as plate becomes charged [1]
  No movement when fully charged/current stops fl owing when 
  p.d. across c = supply p.d. [1] [5]

 (b) (i) Q = CV [1]
   Correct μ conversion [1]
   2.4 × 10-3 C at 12 V [1]
   Straight line, positive slope starting at origin [1] [4]

  (ii) Energy equation/area under graph [1]
   Subs [1]
   0.0144 J [1] [3]

 (c) (i) I = V/R [1]
   Subs [1]
   0.021 A [1]
   21 mA [1] [4]

  (ii) Subs of I and I0 correctly into equation [1]
   Subs of R and C correctly into equation [1]
   5.2 mA [1]
   15.8 mA [1] [4] 20

6 (a) Needle oscillates left and right  [1]

 (b) (i) Alternating emf induced drives alternating current in coils [1]
   Causes changing magnetic fl ux in 2nd coil [1]
   (Periodic) force on 2nd magnet [1] [3]
   or equivalent

  (ii) Natural frequency must be the same [1]
   forced frequency = natural frequency [1] [2]

 (c) A = 3 × 10-4 m2 [1]
  ω = 113 rad s-1 [1]
  Subs [1]
  0.15 V [1] [4] 10
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AVAILABLE 
MARKS

AVAILABLE 
MARKS

7 (a) Step-up transformer 
  between power station & lines
  To increase V
  Lower I
  Less energy loss
  Step down transformer before use

  Credit alternative, valid responses
  

Band Response Marks
A Candidates identify clearly 5 or 6 of the main issues 

above. There is widespread and accurate use of 
appropriate scientifi c terminology. Presentation, 
spelling, punctuation and grammar are excellent. 
They use the most appropriate form and style of 
writing. Relevant material is organised with clarity 
and coherence.

[5]–[6]

B Candidate identify clearly 3 or 4 of the main issues 
above. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are suffi  ciently competent to make meaning 
clear. They use an appropriate form and style of 
writing. There is good reference to scientifi c
terminology.

[3]–[4]

C Candidates identify clearly 1 or 2 of the main issues 
above. There may be some errors in their spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, but form and style are 
of a satisfactory standard. They have made limited 
reference to specialist terms.

[1]–[2]

D Response is not worthy of credit. [0]
     [6]

 (b) F = BIl [1]
  Subs [1]
  0.18 N [1]
  Upwards [1] [4] 10

8 (a) Increase energy/speed [1]
  Change direction/cause circular path/fi xed radius [1] [2]

 (b) (i) F = Bqv [1]
   Equates with mv2/r [1]
   Subs [1]
   1.2 × 10–5 T [1] [4]

  (ii) Must be increased   [1]
   bigger force needed [1]
   To keep radius of circle constant [1] [3]

 (c) v of proton 3 m s–1  lower than c 2.99792455 × 108 m s–1 [1]
  Subs into equation [1]
  1.18231309 × 10-23 kg (variations, calculator dependent) [1]
  To correct sf [1] [4] 13

     Total 100
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